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ADVERTISEMENT. * 


IF any apology be neceſſary for obtruding 
the private diſputes of individuals on the 
Public, the author of the pamphlet, which 
occaſioned the following Remarks, is the perſon 
who ought to offer it. He began the contro- 
verſy, and wantonly endeavoured to defame a 
number of innocent, reputable perſons ; the 
writer of theſe Remarks has only ſtepped forth 
to reſcue their character from his calumnies. 


The Vindicator has inſcribed his pamphlet 
to the Right Honorable WitLiam Pitt; to 
IJ | infinuate, probably, that Mr. Pitt knows him, 
and is his patron. But the author of the fol- 
lowing Remarks is not of a temper to be 
frightened by infinuations. He confeſſes that 
he as not the honor of a perſonal acquain- 
tance with Mr. Pitt; and therefore he will not 
preſume to take ſuch a liberty as the infcrib- 
in, this pamphlet to him, however greatly 
he may revere his character. 


But theſe Remarks are inſcribed and addreſ- 
ſed to all Lngliſhmen of ſenſe, candour, and 
virtue—lovers of their king, country, and the 

conſtitution. The writer is ſure that Mr. Pitt 
is included in this deſcription; and no leſs ſure, 
that men, who anſwer this deſcription, will by 
no means countenance or favour the deteſtable 


procedure of this officious Vindicator of Go- 
vernor Parr. 


Leicefler-Fields, Aug. 19. 1784. 


f 


REMARKS, &. 


OVA-SCO TIA being the place chiefly | 

appointed by Government as an aſylum 
for the King's loyal ſubje&s, who were obliged 
to abandon their habitations in the Thirteen re- 
volted Colonies, at the conclufion of the late war, 
that Province has ſince received a large acqui- 
fition of inhabitants. About thirty thouſand 
Loyaliſts emigrated thither in the years 1782 
and 1783, and to them, ſeveral more have 
been added in the courſe of this preſent year, 
while others are preparing to follow. Hence, 
that. Province is become an object of great 
national attention, and the public is intereſted, 
much more than formerly, in all tranſactions 
that have any relation to it. 


Complaints, in the mean time, went abroad 
—that the Emigrants to Nova-Scotia were not 
| treated in the manner they expected, nor their 
| affairs managed to advantage. The mou 
| B an 
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5 
and his Council were blamed; but whether 
juſtly, or otherwiſe, is not my buſineſs to 
enquire the Reader perhaps will be better 
able to determine, when he has peruſed the 


documents which I ſhall hereafter lay before 
him. 


The Public in general can have but an im- 
perfect idea of tranſactions at ſuch a diſtance ; 
eſpecially when no authentic information is pro- 
duced, as has been the caſe in the preſent 
inſtance. A few anonymous letters and ſquibs 
indeed have been publiſhed in the news-papers, 
ſetting forth thoſe complaints; and theſe again 
have been anſwered in the fame papers; but 


neither have afforded ſufficient ground for form- 
ing a decided judgment. 


Whilſt matters were in this ſtate, a pamphlet 
made its appearance with the profeſſed defign, 
That Government and the Public may not be 
miſled,” on this ſubject, p. 5. It is intitled a 
« Vindication of Governor Parr and his Coun- 
& cil, againſt the Complaints of certain Per- 


6“ ſons, who ſought to engroſs 27 5,000 Acres of 


& Land in Nova-Scotia “.“ The Author calls 
thoſe perſons a Funto; and tells us The Junto 
cc is compoſed of fifty-five viſihle perſons—and 
% an inviſible Company of a deeper art and 
& keener . . He has — the 
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Public with the names of the fifty-five viſble 


perſons; but as to the inviſible Company, he 
= left us wholly in the dark with regard to 
their names, number, or place 'of abode. 
From his deſcription—that they are invifible— 
that they are of deeper art and keener policy 
I ſuſpe& they muſt be Devils; ſome few le- 
gions of which, he ſuppoſes the fifty-five 


viſible perſons have taken as aſſociates in their 


nefarious deſign. The Reader would be miſ- 
taken, were he to ſuppoſe the Vindicator only 
jieſted when he uſed ſuch ludicrous, unintel- 
ligible expreſſions. The good man is in down- 
right earneſt ; however remote from common 

ſenſe or apprehenſion his language may be 
thought. | 


It does not appear, however, from any thing 
that is faid or produced by the Vindicator, 
that the fifty-five viſible perſons, or any of 
them, have preferred complaints againſt Go- 
vernor Parr and his Council ; and as for the 
inviſible Company, 1 honeſtly declare, T know 
nothing about them, nor will I be anſwerable 
for their conduct. The Vindicator indeed tells 
us, ** A letter, ſaid to be from Nova-Scotia, 
© having appeared in the Morning Chronicle, 
of June 21, 1984, repreſenting Governor 
« Parr, the Chief Juſtice, and Members of 
* the Council, to be weak, ignorant, defign- 
“ ing men, the affairs of the Province unſkil- 
fully managed, and the new ſettlements 
* diſcouraged, has made the following pub- 
99985 B 2 5 lication, 
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& lication, (viz, the Vindication) neceſſary.“ 
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But was this letter written by any of the 
fifty-five perſons aNuded to? Of this there is 
not the leaſt evidence. The Vindicator does 
not, nor can he aſſert it. Yet on no other 
promos than this anonymous Letter—written 

e knows not where, not by whom—he en- 
deavours to conſign to public indignation, 
fifty-five reſpeQable characters, who have ſa- 
crificed every thing but a good conſcience, for 
their attachment to his Majeſty and the Britiſh 
Conſtitution, and loads them with every term 


of reproach that his malice could invent. 


* 


If, after all, this ſame anonymous letter, 
publiſhed June 21, ſhould not have been 


written by or to any of the fifty-five perſons — 


if it ſhould have been written by a Gentleman 
in Halifax, to his Friend in this City, who 
cauſed it to be publiſhed, neither of whom 
had any connection with the fifty-five—and 
this I ſolemnly aver to be the real truth: Let 
that public, to which the Vindicator appeals, 
determine how far ſuch a procedure is con- 
ſiſtent with candour or juſtice ; or what regard 
is due to the repreſentations of ſuch an un- 


principled writer. 


In ſuch a general conteſt as exiſted lately in 
America, it 1s not to be ſuppoſed that every 
individual would act ſolely from principle; 

; ? accidental 


„ 


accidental circumſtances would often inter- 
vene, and throw individuals into claſſes to. 
which they did not properly belong. I have 
known ſome whoſe principles were loyal, take 
part with the rebels, through the perſuaſion 
and influence of their connections, or merely 
to get rid of their debts, and patch up their 
ſhattered fortunes. I have known others of a 
republican cait, whoſe ſentiments and principles 
correſponded exactly with thoſe of the rebels, 
by fimilar motives, or ſome caprice or acci- 
dent, flung among the Loyaliſts; and they 
brought with them all that reſtleſs turbulence 
and levelling diſpofition, that characteriſed the 
enemies of loyalty. Whether the Vindicator 
anſwers the latter deſcription, I ſhall not affirm 
but from his groundleſs aſperfions on men of 
unqueſtionable loyalty—from the unfairneſs of 
his procedure, and the diſreſpe&tul manner in 
which he mentions, ©* The integrity and juſ- 
« tice of a mandamus Councillor of Maſſa- 
C chuſetts Bay,” — where he adopts the uſual 
ſtyle of rebels—the ſuſpicion againſt him is 
dertainly well-founded. | 


One thing however is evident—The Vindi- 
cator is conſcious that complaints have come 
from Nova-Scotia, but from whom, or on 
what account, is the queſtion. He ſays 
* The foundation of, perhaps, all the com- 
5 plaints againſt Governor Parr, and the 
“Council of Nova-Scotia, will appear to 
«« originate from the diſappointment of the 


: “ Junto,” 


T 
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cc Junto:”—Meaning the fifty-five vile per- 
ſons, and the inviſible Company. Leaving him 


to aſcertain the accuracy of a foundation's origi- 


nating, I ſhall only obſerve, that there is ſome 
modeſty and diffidence diſcovered here—qua- 
lities, with which the Vindicator is not often 
chargeable. But in the concluſion of his 
pamphlet, he becomes poſitive, and afferts---- 
« From them, i. e. the Junto of fifty- five, and 
„ their inviſible aſſociates, originate all the 


„ complaints made and publiſhed againſt 


« Governor Parr and his Council.” What 
before was only a ſurmiſe, is now demonſtra- 
tion ; and yet there is not in the whole pamph- 
let a fingle circumſtance, or ſhadow of proof, 
that the fifty-five perſons or any of them, made 
or publiſhed any complaint againſt Governor 
Parr or his Council. The charge is wholly 
unſupported by any evidence. If the Vindi- 
cator thinks that he has removed the com- 
plaints which have been actually made by 
others, and exculpated his clients, I pity his 
underſtanding : the fifty-five need not be under 
any apprehenſions from his abilities; and I am 
ſure . Governor Parr and his Council, have as 


little to hope from his exertions in their be- 
| half. ; 


On firſt reading over the Vindication, I 
was inclined to think it neither required, nor 
deferved an anſwer. The malice that runs 
through it, is ſo conſpicuous, yet ſo impotent; 
the charges exhibited in it, are ſo deſtitute of 
| proof — 


ah 


proof---the papers therein laid before the Pub- 
lic, and which have been ſurreptitiouſly pro- 
cured by the Vindicator and his confederates, 
ſo clearly juſtify the fifty-five perſons in their 


application for grants of land in Nova-Scatia, 


and declare the uprightneſs of their intentions 
and conduct; that it ſeemed unneceſſary to 
make any reply to ſuch a publication.---Add 
to all this, that the Vindication makes no 
attempt to refute the complaints from Nova- 
Scotia, and which originate from perſons to- 
tally different from thoſe mentioned by the 
Author. Were all that he fays to the diſad- 
vantage of the fifty-five ever ſo true, yet 
ſurely this would not obviate the complaints 
which come from another quarter; and had 
he not called his pamphlet a Vindication, it 
might eafily be miſtaken for ſomething elſe. 
He reminds me of the painter, whoſe animals 


were daubed ſo aukwardly, that to prevent 


miſtakes, he wrote the name of what was in- 


tended under each is is au elephant---this is au 


aſs---this is a calf, &c. &c. 


But when it is confidered----that filence 
might be conſtrued into an acknowledgment 
of guilt---that many me think ſome blame 
was due, where ſo much was boldly imputed 
---and that ſome benefit may accrue to the 
Loyalifts in general, who have emigrated to 
Nova-Scotia, by throwing light on their fitua- 
tion, which is known to yery few in this coun- 


try; moſt people, I imagine, will be of opi- 


nion 
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nion with me, on my ſecond thoughts, that this 


pamphlet ſhould not paſs wholly unnoticed. 


A few Remarks and Strictures on it therefore, 
are now preſented to the public. Had I any 
malice'to gratify, or were I diſpoſed to hold up 


characters to public contempt, the Vindication 


affords a very convenient opportunity for the 
purpoſe. 


The names of ſome who are therein brought 
forward, as active in oppoſing and aſperſing 
the fifty- five, might eaſily and without any 
departure from truth, be exhibited in a light 
not the moſt advantageous. But this would 
only be trifling with the Public, and I have no 
reliſh for ſuch low, illiberal amuſement. 


My object is to wipe off the aſperſions 
which have been thrown upon thoſe worthy 
perſons who have been injured by the Vin- 
dicator ; and ſhew that in their joint applica- 
tion for lands in Nova-Scotia, and in their 
ſubſequent procedure, there was nothing 
blameable. To evince this, no more is ne- 
ceſſary than to ſtate facts truly, and give a 
juſt detail of the caſe. And as the Vindicator 
aſſerts, that all the complaints made or pub- 
liſhed againſt Governor Parr and his Council, 
have originated from the fifty-five Aſſociators, 
I ſhall ſubjoin ſome extracts of letters from 
perſons of credit in Nova-Scotia, who are not 
of the fifty-five, and other authentic docu- 
ments; by which it will evidently appear that 

the 


— 
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the complaints originate from a different 


quarter. 


If under this laſt head, ſome things ſhould 
be brought forward which may be diſagreable 
to Governor Parr and his Council, they know 
where to lay the fault. Their officious friend 


the Vindicator, has made it neceſſary. Men 


unaccuſtomed to blame, and who inſtead of 
blame, deſerve the thanks of their country, 
cannot tamely bear unmerited reproach. It is 
not the cuſtom of real Loyaliſts to ſpeak evil 
of dignities. They reverence their Sovereign 
they reſpect him in the perſon of his Repre- 
ſentatives, and of all who are honoured with 
his Commiſhon. Inſtead of wantonly expoſing 
ſuch, they would much rather draw a veil over 
their infirmities, and thoſe caſual errors, into 
which perhaps they may have fallen more 
through the embarraſſment of their ſituation, 
than malignity of heart, But they would be 
unworthy of the name of Loyaliſts, (a name 
which to my ear, conveys an idea of dignity, 
virtue, and conſiſtency of conduct) if they 
ſuffered themſelves to be unjuſtly traduced in 


the face of the Public, when their vindication 
is ſo ealy. 


The Caſe of the ft bre e was 


fimply this: 


When the account of the late Peace, and the 
terms on which it was concluded, arrived in 
C America, 


7 
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1 America, the Loyaliſts, who had been active 
| on the fide of Government, plainly perceived 
that they could not remain in the revolted 
Colonies; but muſt abandon their property, 
and ſeek for new habitations. Their perplexity 
on this occaſion, is more cafily. conceived than 
© deſcribed. Difficulties occurred on all ſides, 
and it was not eaſy to decide where the pre- 
bl: _ _ ference lay. Deprived of their property, they 
5 were caſt upon the world, with their families; 
1  __ uncertain where to fix, or how to ſupport them- 
[ _ ſelves, their eyes were chiefly turned to Nova- 
= Scotia, where immenſe tracts of land remained 
= |: uncultivated; thither, it was propoſed by Go- 
1 vernment to convey them; many hundreds had 
= already gone thither, and obtained grants of 
| land. — | | 


. 
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One of the inconveniences, and perhaps not 
the leaſt, incident to the then ſituation of the 
Loyaliſts, was, the being ſeparated from their 
former connections, after habits of familiarity 
=_ and friendſhip had been formed; and com- 
i pelled, at an advanced period of life, to begin 
1 new connections. To remedy this evil as far 
as it was practicable, a number of reſpectable 
Loyaliſts who knew each other, agreed to ap- 
ply for a joint grant of Lands in Nova- Scotia, 
on which they might ſettle contiguous to each 
other, form a neighbourhood, and by their 
[ll mutual ſociety and ſupport, ſoften as much as 
i poſſible their common calamities. This was 
1 imply and truly the origin of the whole buſi- | 
| <1 | | nels, b 


1 
neſs, nor was there any other deſign in view. 
It was firſt intended that no more than between 
thirty and forty heads of families ſhould be 
taken into the aſſociation; but ſeveral of theſe 
had other friends whom they wiſhed to be 
ſettled near them; theſe friends, at their re- 


queſt, were admitted; and thus the number 
ſwelled at laſt to fifty- five. 


As to the quantity of land that ſhould be 
applied for, there was no fixed rule to go by ; 
for no orders had then been received from 
England relative to this point, and none had 
been iſſued by the Commander in Chief at 


New-York. In applying for the wo how- 


ever, it was neceſſary to ſpecify ſome deter- 
mined quantity. It was, therefore, agreed to 
petition, not for five thouſand acres for each 
Aſſociator, as this libeller falſly afferts, but 
for the ſame quantity that ſhould be allowed 
to Field Officers of the Provincial Corps; and, 
conſidering the rank and characters of theſe 
petitioners, let common ſenſe and common 


candour judge, whether there was any thing 
unreaſonable, unfair, or ungenerous in ſuch a a 


requeſt ! 


Sir Guy Carleton was then veſted with the 


ſupreme command at New-York ; and a moſt 
fortunate circumſtance it was for the Loyaliſts, 
that he filled the important ſtation at ſo critical 
a period. He had a heart to ſympathize with 


them in their diſtreſs. —He had judgment to 


form 
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form proper e te and plans for their 
relief, and firmneſs to carry thoſe plans into 
execution.— He was acceſſible to all, and paid 
the ſtricteſt attention to whatever matters were 
laid before him. Superior to the little, nar- 
row views of party, he was the common 


Friend of ALL; and whilſt the dignity and 


intereſts of Government were duly ſupported, 
on the one hand; the welfare of thoſe who 
were ſuffering in its behalf, was zealouſly 
promoted on the other, 


As ſoon as the Aſſociators had digeſted 
their plan, it was ſubmitted to Sir Guy Carle- 


ton's inſpection for his approbation; and it may 
be proper to obſerve here, that ſuch was the 


opinion univerſally entertained of his judgment 
and integrity, that no man would dare to aſk his 
concurrence to any meaſure that was thought 
not conſiſtent with the ſtricteſt probity and recti- 
tude. The plan itſelf, and the defign of the 
Aſſociators, were ſo obviouſly fair and reaſon- 

able, and ſo conſonant to the ſcheme actuall 
propoſed by Government for aſſiſting the Loya- 
liſts, that no unprejudiced perſon could poſ- 
ſibly object to them. Sir Guy Carleton was 
pleaſed to approve of the plan, and to promiſe 
that he would recommend it to Governor Parr; 
and as he never promiſed without firſt delibe- 
rately weighing the matter in queſtion, ſo he 
never failed of punctually performing what he 
had promiſed. Accordingly he recommended 
the Ailociators, and their plan to Governar 
Parr ; 


( 


Parr; and the latter was ſo far from diſapprov- 
ing the meaſure, or ſeeing any thing objection- 
able in it, that he immediately ordered a war- 
rant of ſurvey, even for the quantity of land 


which was deſired by the Agents ſent by the 
Aſſociators; for it was thoſe Agents, after their 


arrival in Nova-Scotia, who u propoſed five 
thouſand acres for each of their principals; on 
recollection that this quantity had been allowed 


to Field Officers of the Provincial Corps, at 


the concluſion of the former war which ended 
in 1763, and on the preſumption that the ſame 
allowance would be made to perſons of that 
rank on the preſent occaſion. 


But before I proceed to the tranſactions in 


Nova Scotia, it may be proper to advert to 
ſome others that occurred in New-York. 


The Aſſociators in their application to Sir 
Guy Carleton, informed him, That they 
«© wiſhed not to be underſtood as ſoliciting a 
* compenſation for the loſſes they had ful. 
6e tained during the war.” This was certainly 
right; and to the reaſons then ſpecified by 
them, this further may be added - that waſte 
lands in America, are of little value. It re- 
quires more expence to cultivate and improve 
a tract of waſte land, if the labour be eſtimated, 
than to purchaſe a tract of equal quantity and 
quality, that is already improved. If it ſhould 
be aſked Why then do not people purchaſe 
lands that are improved, inſtead of taking up 


ſuch | 
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ſuch as are waſte ? The anſwer is obvious and 
ealy—Becauſe many who want land have not 
money to purchaſe what is impraved. Bur they 
have hands, with which they can labour; by 
that labour they gradually improve their waſte 
lands, and raiſe their value; and, in the mean 
time, they procure a ſubſiſtance. The grant 
of waſte lands to the Aſſociators, could not 
therefore be confidered as a compenſation for 
their loſſes. The Vindicator miſrepreſents many 
| circumſtances to ſerve his purpoſe. He ridi- 
' culoufſly infinuates, that it was criminal in the 
Aſſociators to ſend agents for the purpoſe of 
1 exploring lands in Nova - Scotia; becauſe 


EEE LES 


| | « Meſſrs. Botsford, Cummings, and Hauſer 


| had been ſent on that bufineſs for the whole 

„ body of Loyaliſts.” p. 8. But this did not 
preclude any, that choſe it, from ſending their 
particular agents to explore lands; nor was it 
underſtood in that light. In fact, many other 
agents were ſent for this purpoſe by different 
companies of Loyaliſts, and corps of the 
army. 


2 
OT 
—— 


For although it was highly proper, that ſome 
general agents ſhould be appointed, where ſo 
great a maſs of people of yarious deſcriptions 
and clafſes, was to be provided for; yet indi- 
viduals were ſtill at liberty to employ agents 
for themſelves, and purſue the meaſures which 
they judged to be beſt adapted to their cir- 
cumſtances ; ſome acted for themſelves only, 
and employed no agents whatever. | 
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Among the correſpondents at New-York, 
aſſigned by the Vindicator to Meſſrs. Botsford, 
Cummings, and Hauler, after their departure 
thence, we find the name of “ Samuel Hake, 
«© Eiq.”—lIt is not material to enquire how 
Mr. Hake came to be dubbed with the title of 
an Eſquire, though it be myſterious, and raiſes 
curioſity. It is of more conſequence to know 
how he came to be joined with © the Rev. 
© Meflrs. Samuel Seabury and John Sayre,” 
as acting for the Loyaliſts that were going to 
Nova-Scotia; ſince I cannot learn that he acted 
for them at all, or had any agency in the buſi- 
neſs. If the caſe was otherwiſe, it was wholly 
a ſecret at New-York. The truth is, that the 
whole management of the affairs of the Loy- 
aliſts going to Nova-Scotia—claſling- them in 
different companies, taking down their names, 
providing neceſſaries, and muſtering them on 
ſhip-board—entirely devolved on the Reverend 
Dr. Seabury, and the Reverend Mr. John Sayre, 
from the firſt emigration in 1782, to June 1783. 
In this troubleſome buſineſs, which was attend- 
ed with much tatigue, theſe gentlemen diſ- 
charged their duty with great fidelity, and 
univerſal approbation, as thouſands can teſtify. 
In June 1783, Col. Willard, Stephen Skinner, 
and John Potts, Eſqrs. and Capt. Rufus Chan- 
dler, were appointed by the Commander in 
Chief, to take part of the burden, and aſſiſt in 
forwarding the emigrations ; and theſe laſt 

continued in that office, aud-faithfully did their 
N N duty, 
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duty, till the evacuation of New-York took 
place, 


But in all this time, I never diſcovered that 
Mr. Hake acted either as a committee-man, or 
agent for the whole body of the Loyaliſts.” 
Some curieus anecdotes indeed concerning him 
might be related, and if neceſſary, may here- 
after be laid before the public. The matter 
before us may be aſcertained by having re- 
courſe to the papers of Brook Watſon, 
Eſq. late Commiſſary General of New-York. 
Returns were made to him of all the Loyaliſts 


that .embarked for Nova-Scotia, and of the 


ſeveral articles, proviſions, &c. demanded for 
them, and furniſhed by Government. Theſe 
returns were ſigned by the agents, and are Mr. 
Watſon's — 60% for the expenditure of thoſe 


articles. But Iwill venture to affirm, that Mr. 
 Hake's name is not to be found in any of thoſe 
returns, as an agent for the Loyaliſts. 


But. we are told a Memorial was preſented 


. to the Commander in Chief at New-York, op- 


poſing the grant of land to the fifty-five, and 
complaining of their procedure. It 1s true, 
ſuch a memorial was preſented ; and Colonel 


Willard, in the letter publiſhed by the Vindi- 
cator, has, in a few words, very juſtly ſtated 


this matter. A number of perſons, ſays he, 
e were induced by the miſrepreſentation of 
« ſome very turbulent people at New-York, 
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« to preſent a Memorial in oppoſition to the 
«© requeſt of rhe fifty-five Aſſociators.“ Vind. 
p. 27. The © very turbulent people,” here 
particularly referred to, were Eſquire Hake, 
and Eſquire E. Hardy, who were principal 
actors in the buſineſs, and ſet the whole ma- 
chine in motion. Efquire Hake has been 


mentioned already; and as for the other, Eſ- 


quire Hardy, he is now purſuing the ſame 
turbulent meaſures, and plaguing the poor 


Loyaliſts in Nova-Scotia, as formerly in New- 


York. The Memorial in queſtion owes its 
birth to this goodly hrace of Eſquires : the 
one ſigned it-in behalf of the whole ; and both 
were of the Committee to preſent it. But had 
they been invited to join the Aſſociators, we 
never had heard of this Memorial, and the 
ſcheme would have had their full approba- 
tion. 


The real fact was; that a few reſtleſs people, 


with the two Ecquires abovementioned at their 


head, who had a much better opinion of them- 
ſelves than others choſe to entertain of them— 
who never ſeemed happy but when engaged in 
ſome broil, thinking themſelves neglected on 
this occafion, began the oppoſition ; and by 
the moſt groſs miſrepreſentations, perſuaded 
ſome others to fide with them. A Memorial, 
complaining of imaginary grievances, was 
drawn up—Carmen, oftlers, boys, &c. were 
ſolicited to fign it; and the number of ſub- 
ſeribers, was faid to amount to 600. But that 
| | + Ss perſon 
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rſon who thinks it would be difficult to pro- 
cure 600 ſuch ſigners, or a much greater num- 
ber, by ſuch methods, and to ſuch a Memo- 


rial, knows little of mankind, or of the ſpirit 
of the times. 


I need not, however, ſay more about this 
counter Memorial, ſince it was treated juſt as 
it deſerved. It produced no alteration in the 
ſentiments of the Commander in Chief, or of 
Governor Parr ; nor did it give any interrup- 
tion to the fifty-five, when buſineſs went on as 
before; and the few people of any note or 
credit who were perſuaded to ſign it, were 
aſhamed of what they had done, when matters 
were properly explained to them. 


The Vindicator inſinuates, that the Aſſoci— 
ators acted ſecretly in their application, and ob- 
tained their grant in a clandeſtine manner; 
what can he mean by this? would he have had 
a trumpet ſounded on the occaſion? or a town- 
meeting called, and the populace harangued? 
This laſt, indeed, was the common practice of 

the rebels, and one of the moſt ſucceſsful 
methods of fomenting the rebellion ; it might 
alſo be agreable to the Vindicator's principles; 
but Loyaliſts are quite of another mind. The 
Aſſociators applied to the proper perſons— 
to the Commander in Chief of his Majeſty's 
Forces in New-York, and to the King's Gover- 

nor of Nova-Scotia ; with theſe their buſineſs 
lay; and it would have been irregular to con- 
ſult any others. This ſagacious Vindicator 


might 


1 


might as well charge all other buſineſs tranſ- 
acted with thoſe gentlemen, when a town- 


- neeting was not called, with being ſecret and 
clandeſtine. 


But did not the Aſſociators claim an undue 


proportion of land, to the exclufion 'of their 
brethren, who muſt become their tenants ?— 
By no means—rthe inſinuation is groundleſs 
and abſurd. Nova-Scotia and its appendages 
contain at leaſt thirty millions of acres, of which 
ſcarcly a twentieth part was cultivated. There 


was room enough therefore for all the Loy- 


aliits that went, and for many more. There 
was no occafion, nor did the Aſſociators mean, 
that any ſhould be excluded ; their defign was 
to become efficient ſettlers themſelves, and to 
grant to others in fee- ſimple, a part of the lands 
aſſigned them. In this view of the matter, 
which is the ſimple truth, it will appear that 
they did not claim an undue proportion of land; 


nor was there any injury W or intended to 
others. 


For want of ſomething really blameable in 
the Aflociators, this redoubtable Vindicator 
animadverts on their propoſed arrangement of 
lots; viz. © that thoſe next the water be laid out 
© ina town-plot ; divided into fifty- five thares ; 
“ and the Church and School, the Mill and 
* Miniſter, to take their ſhares in the back 
lands,“ page 23. And pray were not the back 
lands the propereſt ſituation for the Church 
and Schoo! ? T he line of ſea coaſt on St. Mary's 

D 2 Bay, 
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Bay, which was taken in by the ſurvey, was ſo 
ſmall, that there was ſcarcely a convenient 

lace found for a town-plot ; and would he 
— a church and ſchool fixed at the edge of 


the water, in a place where they would be 


diſturbed by the buſtle and hurry of buſineſs ? 


Were not retired ſituations, out of the reach of. 
noiſe and interruption, and at a convenient 
_ diſtance, the moſt proper? It is difficult to ſay 
which got the aſcendant, the Vindicator's 
ſtupidity or malice, when he hazarded this 


charge. 


Let us now proceed to Nova- Scotia, and 
ſee how matters went on there. . 


In compliance with the requeſt of the 
Agents, Governor. Parr, ordered a warrant of 
furvey to be iſſued, as I ſaid before. He ſaw 
nothing unuſual, unfair, or objectionable in- 
the affir, The warrant was returnable to the 
Secretary of State's office in ſix months; the 
Agents proceeded to explore the lands, a 
bufineſs attended with much fatigue and 
expence ; and tranſmitted an account of 
their proceedings to their principals at New- 
York. 


The firſt Agents, being obliged by the ur- 
ncy of their family affairs not through de- 

air of making Tenants of their brethren,” 
as the Vindicator falſely infinuates—to return 
to New-York ; other Agents were appointed to 
explore minutely the lands at St. Mary's Bay, 
and 


6219 


and on the Siſſabou River which runs into it; 
and finally, Mr. Goldſbury, one of the Aſſo- 


ciators, and a perſon converſant in ſuch mat- 


ters, was ſent to ſuperintend the ſurvey, which 


was accompliſhed and returned to the Secre- 
tary's Office within the limited time. 


Hitherto, the Afſociators h g icauſe: of 
complaint againſt Governor Parr, nor did they 
make any. 


Soon after the Plan of the Aſſociators had 


been recommended by the Commander in Chief 


to Governor Parr; inſtructions came from 


England to grant no more than one thouſand 
acres of land to any one ſettler in Nova— 
Scotia. When the Agents at Halifax applied 
to Governor Parr by Memorial, to have a pa- 
rent for the tract that had been ſurveyed, and 
of which the ſurvey had been returned, he 
alledged thoſe inſtructions as a bar to granting 
more than one thouſand acres to each Aſſocia- 
tor.— Their Memorial to the Governor was as 
follows: And, with other papers, which were 
written on the ſubject, it is laid before the 
Reader, that he may judge for himſelf. The 
publication of theſe papers, will alſo be an act 
of juſtice to the Agents at Halifax, as it will 
hence appear that their intentions were fair, 
their conduct judicious, and that they acted 
with fidelity. 
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No. I. 


« To his Excellency John Parr, Eſq. Governor | of 
His Majeſty's Province of Nova Scotia, &c. 
Sc. &c, 


© The Memorial of Anthony Stewart, Thomas 
Knox, and Samuel Goldſbury, in behalf of 
themſelves, and as Agents for the Gentle- 
men whoſe names are expreſſed in a Memo- 
'rial and Petition delivered to your Excel- 
lency on the 28th day of Auguſt laſt; a copy 

of which is hereunto annexed : | 


« Humbly ſheweth, 
« That in conſequence of the above men- 
tioned Memorial and Petition, your Excellence 


was pleaſed on the zoth day of Auguſt laſt, to 


iſſue a warrant of ſurvey, directed to the Sur- 
veyor General, to lay out for each of us, and 
each of the Gentlemen, whoſe names are con- 
tained in the annexed Memorial, a plantation 
containing five thouſand acres of land upon 
St. Mary's Bay, the River Siſſibou and the lands 


adjacent. 


« That in purſuance of this warrant, your 
Memorialiſts have at confiderable expence, and 
with much difficulty compleated the ſurvey as 
directed by the warrarit, and the ſame has been 
returned into the Surveyor General's Office 
within the time therein limited. 


- | «© Your 


„ 


% Your Memorialiſts have now to ſolicit 
your Excellency, that the neceſſary orders for 
a patent may iſſue agreable to the warrant and 
the ſurvey made thereon. 


(Signed.) ANTHONY STEWART. 


TroMas Knox. 
Feb. 28th, 1784.” | SAMUEL Gol pssukr.“ 


An Anſwer to this Memorial being delayed, 
the Agents wrote the following note : 
No. II. | 

A. Mr. Stewart, Mr. Knox, and Mr. Goldſ- 


bury, requeſt the favor to know when it will 


be convenient to the Governor, to receive them 


on the buſineſs of their agency for the lands on 
St. Mary's Bay.—7th March, 1784.” | 


* 


To which the Governor returned this an- 
ſwer : | 


No. III. 


« The Governor's Compliments to Meflrs. 
Stewart, Knox, and Goldſbury,—they will 


pleaſe to ſee Mr. Bulkeley, who will give them 


an anſwer relative to their lands on St. Mary's 


Bay.—— Monday, 8th March, 1784... 


The 


|] (24 ) 

1:8 The Agents being thus referred to Mr. 
| Bulkeley, went to his houſe to wait on him ; 
ty but not finding him at home, they wrote the 
\þ following letter to him. 

bi No. IV. 

. | 

| It . 1oth March, 1784. 
| | "06 Flavin vg been gfferred to you for an an- 
|; ſwer to a Memorial, which we had the honor 
i - of laying before the Governor on Tueſday laſt, 
fl praying that grants might iſſue agreable to 
: (h the ſurvey done upon his Excellency's warrant, 
$1 of the zoth of Auguſt, to the Gentlemen 
"y therein named ; we have to requeſt you will be 
bt | _ Pleaſed to favor us with that anſwer in 
0 writing. | 

Þ 

[1 & We are induced to make this requeſt from 
1 z conſideration that we act for other Gentle- 
I men, who will expect, in this important con- 
ih cern, to be made fully acquainted with the 
1 reaſons, why there ſhould be any delay in car- 
+. Tying into execution the Governor's intentions, 
1 ſo fully expreſſed in the warrant above men- 
1 tioned. 

1 (Signed.) ANTHONY STEWART. 
[if 4» Tous Kxox. 

Li SAMUEL GOLDSBURY.,” 
| i & Richard Bulkeley, Eſq.” 

it To 
Fl 

I! 


( 
To this Mr. Bulkeley anſwered, 
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No. V. 5 | 


? « Secretary's Office, Halifax, 


11th March, 1784 
© GENTLEMEN, 

«© In anſwer to your letter which I received 
yeſterday. I am to acquaint: you, that the 
Governor having received his Majeſty's inſtruc- 
tions limiting the allowance of land to a Field 
Officer, to one thoufand acres ; he therefore 
holds himſelf thereby reſtrained from granting 
any more; notwithſtanding the warrant” o 


ſurvey, which he had before figned, on a pre- 


| ſumption that the allowance of the like quan- 
tity of land, dire&ed by the King's Proclama- 


tion of October, 1763, would be continued. 


I am, GENTLEMEN, w= 
Your mot obedient humble ſervant, ' 
(Signed.) RichARD BULKELEY.” 


« Anthony Stervart, Thonias Knox, 


and Samuel Goldſbury, Efgrs.” _ 


The Agents apprehended very reaſonably 
that no inſtructions could be meant to affect 
tranſactions prior to their date. However, 
having due reſpect to the King's inſtructions, 
and to the Governor's feelings, who thought 
himſelf reſtricted by them; they * in 
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their reply to Mr. Bulkeley, that one thouſand 
acres might be ſecured to each Aflociator ; and 
that the remaining four thouſand acres ſhould 
be reſerved till his Majeſty's deciſion on the 
matter might be known. Accordingly the 


wrote the following letter to Mr, Bulkeley. 


No. VI, 
RI 13th March, 1784. 


« Though we are taught to beheve that his 
Majeſty's late inſtructions, mentioned in your 
letter, could not be meant to affect any tranſ- 
actions of the Governor prior to its date, yet 
being unwilling to requeſt any thing of his 
Excellency, which he may not think himſelf 
at perfect liberty to comply with, we are 
willing for ourſelves and as Agents for the 
other Gentlemen concerned 1n the location of 
land on Siſſibou River, and St. Mary's Bay, to 
accept in the mean time, of grants of one 
thouſand acres each, with the uſual allot- 
ments in proportion to each of our families, 
and leave the decifion of the remainder, claimed 
by the warrant, to the determination of the 
King in Council, where we propoſe to refer 
the matter, wherein we hope to meet with the 
Governor's countenance, if we ſhall ſtate our 

retenſions in ſuch manner as to meet his 
Execllency's approbation ; and until ſuch de- 


be 


4 


6 3-1 
be reſerved for the purpoſe expreſſed i in the 


Warrant. 


The Governor was pleaſed to ſay, he wank 
order the expence of the ſurvey to be paid ; 
we ſhall be glad to know to whom we are to 
preſent the account. And if his Excellency 
ſhall approve of our propoſals, we ſhall be 
happy to have the honour of waiting on him 
when it ſuits his conveniency. 


 Gigned.) © AnTHONY STEWART. 
TroMas Knox. 


| SAMUEL GoLDsBURY.” 
& Richard Bulkeley, Eſq.” 


By the Governor's order, Mr. Bulkeley in- 
formed the Agents, inanſwer, That a grant of 
one thouſand acres ſhould be made out for ſuch 
of the Gentlemen as were likely to become 
ſettlers ; and that as to the reſt, viz. the four 
thouſand acres for each, the Governor would 
wait his Majeſty's pleaſure.” Such was the 

purport of Mr. Bulkeley's anſwer. 


No. VII. 


«© Secretary's Offe, Halfar, 
© TY * March, 1 * 
«© GENTLEMEN, 


&* In anſwer to your letter on the 3 in- 
ſtant, I am to acquaint you by the Governor's 
W 2 directions, 
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directions, that one thouſand acres of land will 
be granted to ſuch of the Gentlemen for whom 
you are Agents, as are likely to become refi- 
dents and improve them: that a reaſonable 
charge for ſurveys will be allowed ahd paid, 
the account of which 1s to be lodged with the 
Chief Surveyor; and that as to the reſt, the 
Governor will wait his Majeſty's pleaſure. 


# 


—x — L 


I am, GENTLEMEN, 
| Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, . 
(Signed.) | RicHARD BULKELEY.” 
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a Anthony Stewart," Thomas Knox, 
and Samuel Goldſbury, Efqrs.” 
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Vi Here the Governor acceded to the propoſal 
Lil. of the Agents, and met their wiſhes, He had 
indeed objected to two of the Aſſociators, and 
| ſtruck out their names, though men of irre- 
LI} roachable characters. He offered however to 
{= — grants made out for fifty- three thouſand 
acres, i. e. one thouſand acres to each of the re- 
maining Aſſociators, and that the reſt ſnould be 
reſerved for the King's determination. So the 
matter was ſettled; a plan was left with the 
Governor, according to which the grants were 
to be made, and the Agents flattered them- 


a x wet 
— a 2 


3 1 e 
n 


| {elves that their trouble was now at an end. 

| : 

Þ But they ſoon found that they were miſtaken. 
They heard, not long after, that new mca- 
=. ſures were to be adopted—that the lands ſur- 
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veyed for the Aſſociators, even the fifty-three 
thouſand acres, were promiſed to others, and 
that theſe were in actual treaty with the Gover- 
nor for that purpoſe. Alarmed at this intelli- 
gence, ſo contrary to their expectations, and to 
the aſſurances they had received, they waited 
on the Governor to claim his promiſe ; but re- 
ceived no other ſatisfaction than a declaration 
from him—“ That he would give the lands to 
*« whom he pleaſed—that he had a right to do ſo 
in his own Province and that the Province 
* would accommodate them all.“ 


By this anſwer they judged the reports were 
true, which they had heard ; but, in order to 
diſcharge their duty, they preſented the follow- 
ing Memorial, prayihg that the promiſe they had 
received, might be fulfilled ; they alſo modified 
their former propoſal, accommodating it more 
to the Governor's wiſhes. + . * 


No. VIII. 


66 To His Excellency Fohn Parr, Eſquire, Gover- 
nor of his Majeſty's Province of Nova- Scotia, 
Sc. Sc. Sc. 5 | 


„The Memorial of Anthony Stewart and 
| Thomas Knox. 
& Humbly ſheweth, 1 , 


* That your Memorialiſts, having maturely 
conſidered your Excellency's anſwer to their 
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April 1ft, 1784. 


1 


letter of the i Ith of March, conveyed to them in 


a letter from Mr. Bulkeley on the 15th, they 
entreat your Excellency may be pleaſed to 
order a Patent to iſſue he fifty-three thouſand 
acres agreable to the lines of ſurvey returned 
into the Chief Surveyor's office, and that this 
patent may be made out in the names of the 
agents for the uſe of the perſons named in the 
warrant of ſurvey.— That many of the Gentle- 
men for whom your Memorialiſts act as Agents, 
not having as yet arrived in this Province, 
they beg leave to ſuggeſt that the lands allot- 
ted for them may be reſerved for ſuch rea- 
ſonable time as your Excellency may think 
fit—after the expiration of which the lands fo 
reſerved ſhall revert to the Crown. 


(Signed) AxTronY STEWART, 
Tromas Knox.” 


This Memorial was anſwered in a letter 


from Mr. Bulkeley which ſerved to confirm the 


Teports they had heard ; for it totally varied 

from the former propoſals, and the terms were 
inadmiſſible; Mr. Bulkeley's letter was in 
theſe words. 


N o. IX. 
«© Halifax, April, 51784. 


cc GENTLEMEN, 


„In anſwer to your Memorial to the Go- 
vernor, dated the 1ſt inſtant, I am to acquaint 


you, 
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. 
you, that his Excellency will order a warrant 
of ſurvey of one thoufand acres of land for 
cach of thoſe gentlemen who are now in this 
Province, and will order a reſerve of the like 
quantity for each of thoſe who are abſent, 
which ſhall be granted to them on their ar- 
rival. | 
I am, Gentlemen, 
Your moſt obedient 
Humble ſervant, 
RIchARD BULKELEY.” 
% Anthony Stewart, Thomas Knox, 
and Samuel Golaſbury, Efqrs.” 


The Reader cannot but obſerve that inſtead 
of a Patent for land already ſurveyed, here is 
only a warrant of. ſurvey offered; inſtead of 
granting one thouſand acres to thoſe who were 
likely ro become ſettlers, as formerly promiſed, 
a warrant of ſurvey was to be ordered for ſuch | 
only as were then in the Province; and the pro- 
miſe of reſerving the remainder of the land, 
viz. four thouſand acres, for each Aſſociator 
till the King's 1 ſhould be known, was 
wholly omitted, as it was now intended to | 
make no ſuch reſerve. = by 


The Agents, with that decent firmneſs and 
ſpirit which became men. of honor, when con- j 
ſcious of ill treatment, on receipt of this let- 8 
ter, which they looked on as containing the 

. Governor's final reſolution, wrote the follpw- 
ing letter to him, which cloſed their corre- 

ſpondence on this ſebject. es 
; : a O. 
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No. X. 


* I Hal n April 7th, 1784. 


% By aletter from Mr. Bulkeley, dated the 
5th inſtant, we were made acquainted with 
your Excellency's anſwer to dur laſt Memorial, 
reſpecting our claim for lands on the River 
ben, St, Mary's Bay and lands adjacent. 


« This cla'm being tandel on your Ex- 
cellency's warrant, dated the 3oth Auguſt laſt, 
duly executed and returned to the Chict Sur- 
veyor, as appears by his certificate, approved 
by your Excellency, and now in our poſleſhon, 
we have no doubt that each of the Gentlemen 
named in the warrant, has a right to a plan- 
tation containing five thouſand aeres agre- 
able to the warrant of ſurvey. 


6 Having been informed, however, that 
your Excellency thought yourſelf reſtricted by 
late inſtructions from granting more than one 
thouſand acres to one perſon, we were willing, 
notwithſtanding we were taught to believe 

theſe inſtructions could not affect any tranſ- 
action of your Excellency prior to their date, 
to accept in the mean time of that quantity 
of land, on condition that the remainder 
ſhould de reſerved till his Majeſty's pleaſure 


mould be known. 


& The 


(33) 


“The offer, therefore, now made, being 
greatly inadequate to our original claim, and 
even ſhort of the propoſals mee to us in Mr. 
Bulkeley's letter of the 15th of March, we beg 
leave, as Agents for the Gentlemen concerned, 
to decline their acceptance of it: in full con- 
fidence, that the juſtice of our claim, when it 
ſhall be more fully confidered, will ſecure to 
us a reſerve of the lands in queſtion. 


This we are conſtrained to do, being 
diſcouraged by the delays and difficulties, we 
have had to contend with, during our negoci- 

ation in this buſineſs; and apprehenſive leſt, 
by an acceptance of this partial offer, we may 
incur the cenſure of our afl@ctates, whoſe in- 
tereſt we conſider as inſeparable from our 
own. | 


© The heavy expences incurred on this oc- | 
caſion, excluſive of the account already ap- 
proved of, are among the leaſt of the ill con- 
ſequences which will attend the refuſal of our 
grants ſeveral of the Gentlemen who are ab- 
ſent giving the fulleſt credence to your Ex- 
cellency's warrant, went from New-York to 
England with intention to bring ſettlers in the j 
ſpring, to the lands ſurveyed for them : and 
thoſe who remained in the States to collect 
their effects, are now preparing to come hither 
for the purpoſe of improving their grants. 


3 


« We think it neceſſary to add, that we 
ſhall take the earlieſt opportunity of tranſ= _ 
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( {24 
mitting to England an atteſted copy of the 


original warrant ; with copies of all the papers 
which have paſſed on the ſubject. 


& We have the honor to be, 
Your Excellency's 
Moſt obedient humble ſervants, 
(Signed.) ANTHONY STEWART. 
| Tnouas Kxox.” 


cc 7 0 His Excellency Governor Par 5 
Sc. Sc. c.“ 


Theſe letters which are given without the 
variation of a tittle from the originals, are 
now before the* Reader, and ſubmitted to 
his judgment. My obſervations on them ſhall 


be few; and in theſe I ſhall avoid aſperity of 
language. 


I may ſay with truth, that the Aſſociators 


| have been hardly uſed. They withed to ſettle 


near cach other, and for this purpoſe, applied 
Jointly for a grant of land in Nova-Scotia. 
Their application was wel received—a war- 
rant of ſurvey was ordefed to locate and 
run out the quantity of land defired by the 
Agents in their behalf ——with great labour 
and a heavy expence, they explored the 
wilderneſs, and had the land ſurveyed; and 
being confident of receiving thoſe lands, they 
prepared to ſ-:tle them As many of them as 
could remove to Nova- Scotia unmediately, 

:- >. .- IOC 


1 

went thither laſt year; the affairs of ſome 
made it abſolutely neceſſary for them to re- 
main a little longer in the revolted Colonies ; 
and of others, to come over to England : but 
of thoſe who remained in the revolted Loy 
nies or came to England, ſeveral have ' = 

to Nova-Scotia this ſummer ; others are now 
on their way thither z and the teſt are pre- 
paring to follow as ſoon as poſſible. As neariy 
as I can judge, all the Aſſociators, except two 


or three, will Become actual, efficient ſettlers 


in Nova-Scotia, 


But their atincipal deſign has been fruſtrat- 
ed—they cannot form that neighbourbood 
which they propoſed, and from which they 

romiſed themſelves much ſatisfaction in their 
eee adverſity. The lands which were ex- 
plored and ſurveyed at their expeuce, are 
probably granted away to others; and they 
are deprived of rhe benefit of their money ac q 
labour. Nor is this all. Time, which in their 
ſituation is eg tremsly precious, much time has 
been loſt. ind they not depended on ob- 
taining thoſe lands, many of them who are 
now deſtitute, had by this time procured 2nd 
improved other lands.—-Let the world judge 
-vh*-ther ſuch treatment as they have met 
with be right or fair. 


Candour itſelf cannot acquit Governor Parr 
of inconfiſtency ; and I am determined not o 
deviate from candour in che little I ſhatl tay 


of him. Had he not meant to grant their 


F 2 lands 


__ —— — 
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I th, which, as far as I can learn, was the 


13 
lands to the fifty-five Aſſociators, he ſhould 
have told them ſo before they incurred ſo 
2 an expence, and ſubje&ed themſelves to 
o many other inconveniences, in the expecta- 
tion of obtaining them. He may be juſtifiable 
in ſuppoſing himſelt reſtrained by the King's 
inſtructions, from granting more than one 


thouſand acres to one perſon. No one at leaſt 
ſhould blame him for this ; as a Gentleman in 


ſuch caſes ſhould be guided by a ſenſe of 
duty and honor, of which others c:nnot ſo 
rightly judge. That he had been juſtified, 
however, in granting the whole quantity of 
land ſpecified in his warrant of ſurvey, as that 
warrant was prior to the inſtructions, is an 
opinion that many will adopt, and may be 


ſupported with good reaſons. But to let 


this paſs. 


The proper method of getting over this dif- 
ficulty, and.what would have done credit to 
the Governor on both fides, was the one 
mentioned in Mr. Bulkeley's letter of March 


Governor's own original propoſal ; namely, to 
grant one thouſand acres to each Aſſociator, 
and reſerve the reſt for his Majeſty's deciſion ; 
and ſhould any Aſſociator not come to Nova- 
Scotia, his ſhare to revert to the Crown— 
why was not this propoſal adhered to? were 
it in my power, I would palliate even this. 
But the fact is certain, and will not admit of 
extenuation: this propoſal, made in writing 
this ſolemn promiſe, was violated !—Yet —_ 
2 1 tbly 
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fibly fome who were near the Governor—who 
were actuated by mercenary, finiſter motives, 
and cared not for his reputation, were chiefly 
to blame; and from Mr. Parr's character in 
other reſpects, 1 think this highly probable. 


Be it remembered, however, that the fifty- 
five Aſſociators neither made, nor publiſhed, 
any complaints againſt Governor Parr, or his 
Council. They had bur little cauſe of com- 
plaint till laſt Spring; for the delays and in- 
folence of office are ſo frequent every where, that 
they may be conſidered as things of courſe, 
and evils which can ſcarcely be remedied. 
Even when treated in the manner now men- 
tioned, which 1s not reconcilable to the prin- 
ciples of common juſtice ; they publiſhed no 
complaints in England or Nova-Scotia. Their 
Agents tranſmitted to this country the papers 
that paſſed on the occaſion, merely to aſſiſt 
them in obtaining redreſs from their gracious 
Sovereign, the common Parent and Friend of 
all his fabjedts, Bur neither thoſe papers, nor 


any others relative to Governor Parr, had been 


publiſhed, if his officious Vindicator, had not 
compelled them to it for their exculpation 
from his malicious, unfounded charges. 


That complaints, however, were made, and 
ſome of them publiſhed, though not by the 
Aſſociators, is pretty clear; and it is now time 
to enquire into the matter. But before I pro- 
ceed to this, it may be proper to make a few 
remarks on the Vindicator's treatment of two 
5 Gentlemen, 
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I 
Gentlemen, whom he means to fingle out as 
particular objects of his rancour ; theſe are 
Colonel Willard, of Maſſachuſetts Bay, and 


the Reverend Dr. Inglis, late Rector of New- 
Toth. - | | | 


Unfortunately for the Vindicator, he could 


not perhaps have pitched on two perſons whoſe 
characters are more invulnerable. Colonel Wil- 
lard was a gentleman of large property before 
the rebellion, and had held many offices, civil 
and military, under the King. He commanded 
with great reputation, a regiment of Provincial 
Troops in the late French war, when Canada, 
in an unlucky hour for Britain and America, 
was reduced. He is well known to almoſt every 


_ gentleman who commanded in America during 


the two laſt wars; and there is not perhaps in 
this or any other country, a perſon of a more 
fair, unblemiſhed character, or of more eſta- 
bliſhed reputation for ſtrict integrity and up- 
rightneſs—a character which he has uniformly 
maintained in every ſtation through life. Wit- 
neſs, in particular, his ſaving ſeveral thouſand 
pounds to Government, during the time of his 
late employment as Commiſſary, which he had 
a right by preſcription to put into his own 
pocket; a fact that is well known at ſeveralof the 
public offices. Vet the Vindicator ridiculouſly 
ſneers at this Gentleman, as * a Mandamus 
Councillor of Maſſachuſetts Bay“ —as, „ a 
Commiſſary of freſh proviſions;” infinuating 


that theſe offices imply much reproach ; which 


they 
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they may do dmong rebels ; but with Loyaliſts 
they are indications of merit, | 


Of Doctor Inglis, it is needleſs to ſay much; 
as his character 1s beyond the reach of our 
Vindicator's malice. He was univerſally known 
to all who were at New-York during the late 
rebellion ; and it is unneceſſary to tell them, 
that he was uniformly loyal, and active in his 
exertions on the part of Government. The 
confiſcation of his property, which I am cre- 
dibly informed was very large, and his attainder 
by the rebels, are clear indications of the part 
he acted. I was at New-York when this Gen- 
tleman took leave of his Congregation, who 
ſhewed the ſtrongeſt attachment to him, and 
gave every proof of it. In his Farewel Sermon, 
which affected me much, and which he was 
requeſted by hundreds of his friends, (of 
which I was one) to print for their uſe ; he 
offered his advice, at parting, on ſome points 
that might be for the benefit of thofe who 


remained, behiad. Among other things he told 
them br OTA: 


«Through the diſpoſal of an All- wiſe Provi- 
« dence, you will ſoon be under new Rulers, 
«© anda new Government. When thus ſituated, 
& let me admoniſh you to ſhew the ſame fide- 
c lity that you ſhewed to your former Govern» . 
© ment. It 1s the duty of Chriſtians to be 
« ſubje& to, and obey the civil power, not 
© only for wrath but ;{.conſcience fake; and 


«© from the proofs you have already given of 
regard 


6400 

* regard to conſcience in this reſpect, I flatter 
6 myſelf that you will continue the ſame line 
«* of conduct. My fidelity to my Sovereign 
& cannot be queſtioned ; yet, were I to re- 
& main here, and transfer my allegiance to 
% the new Government; I do affure you I 
& would ſerve and ſupport that Government 
« with the ſame fidelity, that I ferved the 
“ Government under which I have hitherto 
& lived. This is the common duty of all 
& Chriſtians : and on no other principle can 
% any Government or ſociety ſubſiſt.“ 
Serm. pages 28, 29. 


One would imagine it was paſt the power 
of malice to pervert theſe ſentiments, ſo juſt 
in themſelves, ſo proper for the occaſion on 
which they were delivered, Yet the Vindi- 
cator inſinuates from hence, that ſome of the 
Aſſociators, were inclined to TRANSFER their 
* allegiance from the King to Congreſs ;” 
referring to a note in his margin, where he ſays, 
—* Vide The Farewel Sermon, preached at 
«© New-York, by Charles Inglis, D.D.”— 
Vind. p. 32. 


I have now done with the Vindicator, and 
hope it will never hereafter be my fate to con- 
tend with, ſuch an adverſary ; nor to anſwer 
ſuch a Pamphlet, where dulneſs and malice 
ſeem to be at ſtrife, which has the beſt claim 
to every ſentence. Of all wretched advocates, 
he is certainly the moſt wretched ! 


As 
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As I am only concerned to ſhew that the 
complaints in Nova-Scotia, did not originate 
with or from the fifty- five aſſociators; nothing 
is neceſſary but to produce the documents 
which evince this. No comment is required; 
and as I am not an enemy to Governor Parr, or 
his Council, I ſhall not attempt to aggravate 
matters—my 1nclination would rather lead me 
to ſoften them, were it in my power. 


The following Proclamition, ifſued by Go- 
vernor Parr himſelf, evidently ſhews that com- 
plaints were made, and diſcontents generally 
prevailed among the Loyalifts who had emi- 
| ang to Nova-Scotia, long before the fifty- 

ve Aſſociators had any reaſon whatever to 
complain of him. | 


bh. 


No. XI. 
By his Excellency Fohn Parr, Eſq. Captain General 


and Governor in Chief in and over his Majeſty's 
Province of Nova-Scotia, and its Dependencies, 


Vice- Admiral of the ſame, &c. &c. &c. 


«© Whereas repreſentation has been made to 
me, that diſcontents and uneaſineſs have ariſen 
in ſeveral of the new ſettlements now forming 
in this Province, becauſe they have not hitherto 
received grants for the Iands which have been 
aſhgned for them. | ? 

J have therefore thought fit to publiſh 
this Proclamation, hereby fignifying, that as 

or: ſoon 


( 42 ) 


ſoon as proper ſurveys of the lands located ſhall 


have been returned together with proper cer- 
tificates, that every perſon having a right to, 
and claiming lands under his Majeſty's inſtruc- 
tions, has taken the uſual oaths preſcribed by 
law, and alſo ſubſcribed the declaration, Ac- 


6 knowledging his Majeſty in Parliament, to 
© be ths Fern Legiflature of this Province, 
© gran ſhall be made out to ſuch perſon in 
a e form.“ wo 1 5 


c And whereas ſeveral perſons to whom 
no grants have been made, have notwith ſtand- 
ing, made pretended ſale of the lands aſſigned 
to them, and have received confideration 
therefor. This is therefore to ſignify, that no 
grants of land ſhall paſs to any other perſon or 
perſons, than to thoſe in whoſe names the 


original warrants were iſſued, and have ſettled 
on ſuch lands. 


„Given under my Hand aud Seal at Halifax, 


' this twenty-ſecond day of January 1784 
and in the 24th year of his Majeſly's Reign. 


Gay a Joun Parr.” 
ec By his Excellency's Command, 
Rich. BuLEELEX.“ 


& We are directed by Authority to add the following + 
« This declaration however general, cannot 


extend to Taxation; Parliament having by the 
| 18th 


( 43 ) 


18th Act of his preſent Majeſty, entitled, 
An Act for removing all Doubts and Appre- 
* henfions concerning Taxation by the Parlia- 
© ment of Great-Britain, in the Colonies, Pro- 
© vinces, and Plantations in North-America 
and the Weſt-Indies, &c.“ In the moſt ex- 
preſs terms reſtrained itſelf for ever from im- 
poſing any taxes or duties, except for the re- 
gulation of trade ; the produce of which taxes 


or dutics to be diſpoſed of by the Provincial 
Aſſemblies.” 


Here we find the grounds ef diſcontent are 


pointed out; namely, becauſe the new ſettlers 
had not received their lands; and a very juſt 


ground of diſcontent it certainly was to peo- 
ple in their fituation. The Proclamation in- 
ſinuates, that returns of ſurvey, and certificates 
of thole perſons who were entitled to lands, 
came in ſlowly. How far this circumſtance 


might juſtify the delay of granting their lands 


to Emigrants, I ſhall not decide. It certainly 
did not ſatisfy the Loyaliſts, who did, and do 
ſtill complain bitterly. From a multitude of 
letters which demonſtrate this, and might be 
produced, the following are ſelected; all 
written by men of excellent character and 


reſpectable ſituations; who neither are of 


the fifty-five, nor have any connection with 
them. 


No. 
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No. XII. : 
Extraft of a Letter from a reſpectable Merchant, 
| dated Halifax, April 28, 1784. 


& We have heard that General Fox (God 
bleſs him) is coming out Governor for St. 
John's ſide of the Bay (of Fundy), which will 
ſoon make that a reſpectable Government. I 
hope that Adminiſtration will provide well for 
Governor Parr ; and appoint a man of ability, 
integrity, and bufineſs for our Governor. If 
not, the Province will be totally ruined, at 
leaſt for this generation. It is impoſſible to 
deſcribe within the compaſs of a letter, the 
wretchedneſs of this Government; men, after 
ſtaying weeks, nay months in town, and ſpend- 
ing the little money they had, are obliged to 
return to the country, as ignorant where their 
lands are to be, as when they came to town; 
many that ſuppoſed themſelves on lands de- 
figned for them, are removed; others, that 
purchaſed lots, are turned off them, and the 
land granted to thoſe who were leſs deſerving, 
In ſhort, it is a univerſal ſaying here, that no 
man can place any dependance on promiſes, 
warrants, or any thing ſhort of a grant with 
the Great-Seal annexed. Many get warrants 


of ſurvey ; but few are fortunate enough to 
procure grants. 


« Shelburne ſtands a great chance to be 
ruined by the inſtability of the Governor. 
5 ; Several 


6 


Several of thoſe who drew lots there laſt ſum- 
mer, are turned off, and the lots given to 
others. Ten men have got a grant of five 
thouſand acres of land within one mile and a 
quarter of the town, and the only good tract 
of land within ſeveral miles of the harbour. 
I will venture to aſſert, that there are upwards 
of 1welve thouſand Refugees in this Province, 
that have been here from ten to eighteen 
months, that do not know where their land is 
to lie ; and their Agents are diſcouraged. 
Mr. Botsford “, from Annapolis, has been the 


only fortunate Agent; he, after ſtaying in 


town fourteen weeks, got the only two grants 


that have been made, (except to a few private 
people)—theſe are Digby and Clemence on 
the ſouth fide of Annapolis Baſon; the whole 


* 


This Gentleman, with Meſſrs. Cummings and 
Hauſer, went to Nova- Scotia in the autumn of the 


year 1782, having been recommended by Sir Guy 


Carlton to Sir Andrew Snape Hammond, as Agents 
for the Loyaliſts. Nr. Cummings died ſome time 
after their arrival in that Province, and Mefirs. 
Botsford and Hauſer explored the country. To the 
indefatigable zeal and ſteady perſeverance in compleat- 
ing the object of his appointment, the Loyaliſts are 
indebted or the grants Mr. Botsford has obtained for 
Digby and Clemence; which has been the means 
of preventing thoſe riots which have but too fre- 
quently happened in other parts of the Province, 


Mr. Botsford is a very reſpectable Refugee from New + 


Haven in Connecticut, where he was poſſeſſed of a 


conſiderable property, which he was obliged to aban- 


dan, and ſeek refuge within the Britiſh lines. 
43 number 
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number of grants, from five hundred to five 


-- * thouſand acres, is 7hirty-ſix; and the two town- 


ſhips are included to make up that number ; 
inſtead of which, there ought to be as many 
townſhips granted. 


There is one matter more which I wiſh 
you would exert yourſelf about; viz, we are 
informed that applications are making for 
the American States, to have the henry 
of trading directly with the Britiſh Iflands : 
ſhould their friends ſucceed in this as they 
have in every thing elſe, this Province, New- 
foundland and Canada will be effentially hurt. 
Theſe Provinces are abundantly able to ſup- 
ply the Britiſh Iſlands with every thing they 
want of American produce, White oak ſtaves 
are the only article that cannot be immedi- 
ately furniſhed in great abundance; and I am 
well aſſured, that in one year more, a plenty 
of them will be ſent from Canada. The oil 
fiſhery is another material branch of buſineſs ; 
ſhould the States be permitted, directl/ or 
indirectly, to ſupply Britain with whale oil 
or bone, this Province will be very effen- 
tially hurt. On the other hand, if the States 
are not permitted to furniſh the Engliſh Iſlands 
with fiſh, lumber, &c. &c. &c.; nor England 
with oil and whale-bone ; their fiſhermen of 
all kinds will very ſoon remove to this Pro- 
vince, which will make it one of the firſt 
places for buſineſs in all America. Do exert 
your own and your friends abilities and inte- 
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reſt to effect ſo great a good for this infant coun- 
try; and you will oblige thouſands, beſides, 


Dear Sir, yours fincerely.” 


& P. S. 29th. I find on particular inquiry 


that forty-three grants have been made out 
- fince Governor Parr came to this Government ; 
the chief of them to old inhabitants, many of 
whom were not any way intitled to lands. 
But I far over-eſtimated the number of Loy- 
aliſts provided with land; for you may de- 
pend upon 1t, that there are not one thouſand 
of them this day provided for. So that if 
thirty thouſand came to the Province, at this 


rate, it will be irty years before they are all 


provided with lands.” 


No. XIII. | 
Extract of a Letier from a Gentleman of diſtinction, 


and of the beſt information, dated Halifax, 


Nova-Scotia, 28th April 1784. 


This letter begins with a minute deſcrip- 


tion of the climate, ſoil, and coaſts of Nova- 
Scotia; and then proceeds: 


c The whole Province is accommodated 
with navigable rivers, and immenſe lakes ; 
every ſpecies of timber that is commonly uſed 
in the middle Colonies and New-England, 
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abounds here, except white oak and hickery 
—theſe are ſcarce, I am not therefore a little 
ſurprized that the aptitude of this Colony for 
the lumber trade can be made a queſtion ; it 


ſurely cannot be ſeriouſly doubted by any 
body that knows the country, which I rejoice 


to aſſure you may afford to ſupply foreign 


markets much cheaper than could be done from 
Piſcataqua fince the year 1763, or ever can 
be again. 


& T have ſeen and do perfectly know both 
countries—am particularly acquainted in every 
branch of the buſineſs, and can clearly prove 
this poſition. My preſent attentions afford me 


the beſt means of judging, upon actual obſer- 


vation; and I again repezt—it gives me great 
pleaſure to find that this country has no equal 
competitor in this bufineſs—a bufineſs ſo eſ- 
ſential to the Britiſh commerce with her Weſt- 
India Iſlands. —Cattle, horſes, ſheep, and hogs, 
may alſo be raiſed as cheap here, or cheaper, 
than in the middle Colonies. ,Hemp, flax, 
lime, plaifter of Paris, coals, eſculent roots, 
and tobacco—pot-aſh, and every ſort of fiſh, 
are the natural and inexhauſtible ſources for 
uſe-and exportation from this Province. Theſe 
mines of wealth invite our induſtry, and call 
on the wiſdom of Government to embrace 
them. 


« But alas! my dear Sir, here we ſtand ſtill, 
indeed I fear we are worſe than ſtanding ſtill— 
we are 7etrogading. Inſtead of rooting every 

| individual, 
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individual, by expediting their ſettlement, and 
acquiring property. in lands, the moſt fooliſh 
and diſguſting difficulties are continually play- 
ed off ; inſomuch, that the labour of twenty-five 
thouſaud people for the laſt fix months, has 
been either loſt; or moſt ridiculouſly, nay, 
miſchievouſly employed in building the ſhells 
of cities, without the leaſt attention to ſettlin 
farms near them for their ſubſiſtence. So that 
they muſt import alk the proviſions wanted, as 
much as if they lived upon an iſland of rock, 
in the midſt of the Atlantic. It is a moderate 
calculation to ſay that the labour of fifteen - 


thouſand people tor fix months paſt, has been 
abſolutely ſunk and loſt, 


© Great Britain is at great expence to com- 
fort and re-eſtabliſh her American ſubjects, 
and to encourage this country into opulence, 
and commercial utility. The principle is 
truly wiſe, juſt, and hberal ; but, God in his 
wrath never more compleatly diſappointed the 
wiſdom of man, than this judicious ſyſtem 1s 
defeated by the wretched debility, pride, ig- 
norance, and folly of the adminiſtration” of 
Government here; which is from Alpha to 
Omega, deficient in plan, method, order, 
arrangement, ſtability, certainty, and diſpatch. 
It is particularly unfortunate at the preſent 


crifis, when, from the concurrence of circum- 


ſtances, a contrary exertion and management 
would certainly recover at leaſt one hundred 
thouſand good ſubjects, to encreaſe the na- 
tional ſtock. In ns my deat Sir, I muſt 


ſay, 
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ſay, that this government is as diſgraceful t | 
Britain, as was the conduct of the American 
war—or, what is ſtill worſe, the American 
peace. How long Britain will continue thus 
to trifle away her Colony intereſts, cannot be 
foreſeen ; but thoſe who love her name, will 
Join with you and me 1n n lamenting it. 


« Tam diſtreſſed to ſee that at preſent all 
the remote diſtricts are diſſatisfied and much 
deranged. Indeed a very great proportion of 
the people are virtually without any Govern- 
ment at all. Riots, tumults, and complaints 
prevail; and I am at a loſs to account for the 
remaining ſhadow of ſocial order that exiſts, 
It would be voluminous to detail the cauſes 
that lead to this unworthy ſituation of public 
affairs, and their probable conſequences. If 
_thoſe that can redreſs them, are not already 
informed and convinced, neither would they 


be, if-we ſpoke with the tongues of men and 
angels.” 


I wth it were in my power to ſay that the 
late accounts from Nova-Scotia were more 
favorable, and that the cauſes of thoſe com- 
plaints were removed. But matters there ſeem 
to remain exactly in the ſame fituation. This 
appears from the following Extract of a Letter, 
written by a Gentleman of ſtrict honor and 
— in the military line, dated Halifax, 


une 19th 1784, which is one of the lateſt 
received from that Province. | 


% 
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No. XIV. 


The new ſettlers are extremely diſguſted 
with the conduct of the preſent Governor, 
Secretary, &c. &c. &c; Very few grants of 
land are yet given; many have been twenty- 
two months in the country, and expended their 
© proviſions and what little money they had, in 


ſome little town-hut;. without having any land 
they can call their own,” —— 


Such, Reader, is the deplorable fituation of 
thoſe worthy men, who, on account of their 
loyalty to the King, and attachment to this 
country, have riſqued their lives, ſacrificed 
their property, and have been obliged to aban- 
don their former habitations, where they lived 
in eafe and affluence, The complaints here 
ſpecified, are thoſe which were really made, 
and which the Vindicator ſhould have anſwered - 
and refuted, if it had been in his power. But 
he meddles not with them ; he tries to miſlead 

the judgment of the Public, by referring to 
complaints which never exiſted. His pamph- 
Jet 1s therefore no Vindication of Governor 
Parr; but a vehicle of ſlander againſt the fifty- 

five Aﬀociators ; who neither aſperſed Gover- 
nor Parr, nor did any thing elſe in this whole 
affair, that was inconſiſtent with ſtrict integrity, 
or the character of honeſt men. Yet, perhaps, 
the Vindicator may aſſume to himſelf great 


merit 
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merit from this pa ge gon ht . writing of it 
may be an effort of gratitude for a tract of 
land, already received in Nova-Scotia; or it 
may have been written to enſure one that is its 
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